26.        The Indian Constitutional Tangle
Mr. Jinnah that in the contingency envisaged by
the latter any suggestions put forward by him
would receive full consideration. Mr. Jinnah in
his reply appreciated the clarification of the legal
and constitutional position with regard to the
expansion of the Viceroy's Council and the
appointment of non-official Advisers. Though
the details would have to be worked out Mr.
Jinnah felt that there was nothing in his
memorandum which could not be given effect to
by way of convention and if the Government
met them in a spirit of trust and co-operation the
legal and constitutional formalities could be met
and complied with. Mr. Jinnah expressed thanks
for the assurance regarding the appointment of
Muslim members and assured on his part that he
would meet the Viceroy m every reasonable way
possible.
Soon after this on August 5, 1940 His Excel-
lency the Viceroy communicated to Mr Jinnah an
advance copy of his statement on the existing
situation and the constitutional problems for his
private information. The statement appeared in
press on August 8, 1940. Referring to the point
raised by Mr. Jinnah in regard to the Lahore reso-
lution of the Muslim League His Excellency told
Mr,. Jinnah that his statement of August 8, clearly
safeguarded the Muslim position. It substantially
the suggestions made by Mr. Jinnah